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THE INSCRIPTION WRITTEN ON THE CROSS OF JESUS 
 

 Someone wrote something and put it on the cross 

on which God’s Son bled and died. The words were 

written in three different languages: Greek, Latin, and 

Hebrew (Luke 23:38). That which was written and 

placed on His cross is called “a title” (John 19:19), 

“an inscription” (Luke 23:38), and “the inscription of 

His accusation” (Mark 15:26). 

 The Bible records matter-of-factly that “they put 

up over His head the accusation written against Him” 

(Matthew 27:37). That statement identifies the 

location of the inscription: it was over/above the 

Christ’s head. But who wrote it? The answer to that 

question is found in only one Bible verse: “Now Pilate 

wrote a title and put it on the cross . . .” (John 19:19).  

Pilate wrote it, that is, “Pontius Pilate the governor” 

(Matthew 27:2), who tried Jesus, sentenced Him to 

death, and oversaw the whole shameful, unjust affair.  

 What did the inscription/title written by Pilate 

say? Here is the Bible’s record:  

- “THE KING OF THE JEWS” (Mark 15:26) 

- “THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS” (Luke 

23:38) 

- “THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS” 

(Matthew 27:37) 

- “JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE 

JEWS” (John 19:19).  

Other than recognizing the facts of what was written, 

who wrote it, and where it was placed, what other 

observations and spiritual lessons can we glean from 

the inscription placed over Jesus’ head? 

 First, read “the whole story.” Regardless of the 

Bible topic, in order to get the complete picture, we 

must read and consider all that God has spoken on any 

given subject. When we do that with the words 

comprising the inscription on Jesus’ cross, we see that 

the totality of that title would be this message: “THIS 

IS JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE 

JEWS.” The temptation is to read a single Bible 

verse/statement and jump to the conclusion that no 

other information is available or needed. Some do that 

with John 3:16, concluding from the wonderful words 

of that text that in order to be saved from sin, there is 

no need for a lost sinner to repent and obey any 

instructions from the Lord. That supposition easily is 

shown to be false simply by reading other Bible verses 

which touch on the matter of forgiveness, including 

the “repent and be baptized” message of Acts 2:38. 

Read it all, friend. 

 Second, different is not necessarily contradictory. 

What the four individual writers (John, Luke, Mark, 

and Matthew) tell us about the inscription on Jesus’ 

cross is not the same. Mark’s version is the shortest, 

and what he records is found verbatim in the other 

three books as well: “THE KING OF THE JEWS.” 

What Matthew, Luke, and John record simply 

supplements what is found in Mark’s account. There is 

no contradiction between any two of those writers’ 

messages. Something is a contradiction only when 

there is no logical, rational way of explaining the 

differences. Different is not wrong: different is just 

that — different.  

 Notice the response of the chief priests to the 

inscription that Pilate wrote. They told Pilate, “Do not 

write, ‘The king of the Jews,’ but, ‘He said, ‘I am the 

King of the Jews’” (John 19:21). The Jewish leaders 

had a serious issue: Jesus’ miracles and fulfillment of 

Old Testament prophecies proved He was the Christ, 

the Son of the living God. Contrary to their claim, He 

did not “make” Himself God’s Son (John 19:7): He 

was God’s Son! In the same way, in God’s plan He 

was to be king. It was not some sort of self-exaltation.   

 A fourth lesson: sometimes unbelievers say things 

that are accurate. Pilate, an unbeliever, described 

Jesus as “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus confessed that He 

was Jesus of Nazareth (John 18:7,8). Even if Pilate in 

mockery wrote that Jesus was the king of the Jews, 

this fact remains: earlier that day when Pilate asked, 

“Are You the King of the Jews,” Jesus responded, “It 

is as you say” (Luke 23:3). Even the mockery of an 

unbeliever (Pilate) did not change the truth which he 

wrote, a truth that the whole world needs to hear.  

 What response will you and I have to Pilate’s 

inscription? Will we serve Jesus as our King? Now, 

look below the inscription and see the love of the 

sinless, tortured Savior, “Who Himself bore our sins in 

His own body on the tree” (1 Peter. 2:24).  
-- Roger D. Campbell 



THE BOOK OF MICAH: A BRIEF OVERVIEW
 

 The prophet Micah, whose name means “Who is 

like Jehovah,” was a contemporary with the prophets 

Hosea and Isaiah. While Isaiah is counted as the court/ 

palace prophet of the day in Judah, Micah is more 

widely seen as “the country preacher.”  

 Historical setting: Micah prophesied during the 

time of the Divided Kingdom. Specifically, he 

proclaimed God’s message in the Southern Kingdom 

during the days of three of Judah’s kings: Jotham, 

Ahaz, and Hezekiah. The general date assigned to 

Micah’s prophetic work is B.C. 735 to 700.  

 Micah was blessed to serve the Lord during the 

reign of King Hezekiah, who was one of the most 

conscientious reformers in Judah’s history. Yet, when 

we read Micah’s message to God’s people, he portrays 

them as sin-ridden and heading toward destruction. In 

fact, though the main thrust of what Micah spoke was 

directed to the Southern Kingdom, including a 

prediction of Jerusalem’s fall (3:12), he also 

prophesied about the destruction of Samaria, which 

stood as a symbol of the Northern Kingdom (1:5,6). 

 Some key thoughts:  

 (1) Spiritual corruption in Judah was widespread. 

Empowered by the Spirit of Jehovah, Micah’s task 

was “to declare to Jacob his transgressions and to 

Israel his sin” (3:8). Doing so was not the most 

pleasant task in the world, but one which God wanted 

His servant to carry out. How Judah needed to face the 

reality of her sins and repent! Micah’s message was an 

outcry against the lack of respect for authority in the 

land. At the same time, though, his words held out 

hope and peace for those who would submit to the 

ultimate Authority – God.  

 What forms of evil were prevalent among God’s 

people in Micah’s day? Idolatry was widespread (1:7; 

6:16), the people lie awake at night scheming about 

how to work iniquity after daybreak (2:1), and 

covetous men violently took other’s property (2:2). 

Some were guilty of mistreating the poor and those 

who were unable to defend themselves (2:8,9; 3:3). 

 People of the land told the true prophets not to 

prophesy (2:6). At the same time, the priests and 

pseudo prophets were instruments of wickedness.  

They lied and caused God’s people to go astray (2:11; 

3:5). They also were hirelings who warred against 

those who would not pay them: “Her heads judge for 

a bribe, her priests teach for pay, and her prophets 

divine for money. Yet they lean on the LORD, and say, 

‘Is not he LORD among us?’” (3:11). 

 National leaders were corrupt, being guilty of 

hating good and loving evil (3:1,2). They mistreated 

and took advantage of the people (3:2). They took 

bribes and schemed together to carry out immorality 

(7:3). Does that not sound like many modern-day civil 

leaders?! Human nature does not change, does it? 

 It was no secret that Judah would reap the fruit of 

her spiritual pollution. God’s blunt message through 

Micah was, “And to Babylon you shall go” (4:10). 

Micah made that prediction about one hundred years 

before Judah was carried away to Babylon.  

 (2) In contrast to the evil that was so prolific in 

Judah, what did God want to see in the lives of His 

children? First, He wanted them to “know the 

righteousness of the LORD” (6:5). In that same 

context, we read one of the most well-known 

statements from Micah’s pen: “And what does the 

LORD require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, 

and to walk humbly with your God?” (6:8). God 

wanted His people to see that worship to Him was of 

no value unless they lived righteously in their daily 

lives. He also wanted them to understand that it is not 

a matter of choosing between (1) serving Him and (2) 

treating other people properly. He wanted them (and 

wants us) to do both: love God and our neighbors.  

 (3) Micah says much about a “remnant,” which 

was a reference to the faithful minority among God’s 

people. Micah’s remnant message offered comfort and 

hope to the faithful servants of Jehovah who endured 

and stayed loyal to Him (2:12; 4:7; 5:3,7,8; 7:18). 

 Pointers to the Christ and His reign: There are a 

number of statements in Micah’s message which point 

to the Messiah and His covenant. Perhaps the first one 

which comes to mind is this: “The One to be Ruler in 

Israel” was to come forth out of Bethlehem (5:2). This 

was a clear reference to a historical event which 

occurred about seven hundred years later: “Jesus was 

born in Bethlehem of Judea” (Matthew 2:1). 

 Another powerful prediction is recorded in Micah 

4:1,2. There, in language that closely resembles the 

wording of Isaiah 2, it is written that “. . . in the latter 

days . . . the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be 

established on the top of the mountains . . . For out of 

Zion the law shall go forth, and the word of the LORD 

from Jerusalem.” Micah was foretelling the 

establishment of the church, which is God’s house (1 

Timothy 3:15). The prophet went on to describe the 

peaceful reign of the Messiah (4:3-7). 

 See if this sounds familiar: “A man’s enemies are 

the men of his own household” (7:6). Jesus used that 

language when He spoke about the need for His 

disciples to love Him more than they love their own 

family members (Matthew 10:35-37). There is much 

for us to learn and appreciate in the book of Micah.  

 -- Roger D. Campbell 



WHY SHOULD PROPER CONDUCT FEEL SO SPECIAL OR IMPRESSIVE?  

 There is a time to give recognition for a job well 

done, including words of encouragement to those 

involved as well as others. Paul commended Philemon 

for his love and faith (Philemon 5). The same apostle 

praised the Macedonian saints because of their self-

less giving (2 Corinthians 8:1-5).  

 Jesus pointed out the uncommon faith of a 

centurion, saying that He had not found such great 

faith in Israel (Matthew 8:10). Yes, there is a time to 

give honor to whom honor is due (Romans 13:7). A 

literal or verbal pat on the back can go a long way in 

encouraging folks to “keep up the good work.” 

 On the other hand, I recently found myself 

wondering why appropriate action by dedicated 

disciples of Jesus should “stand out” to us and seem 

so impressive (maybe with a “Wow” response from 

us). Over and over I have been blessed to witness 

members of the church acting in the humble, holy 

manner which God expects from all of us. Why does 

that sometimes grab our attention as if it is so out of 

the ordinary? Probably because too often what we 

observe saddens our hearts since it involves people 

failing to carry out God’s will in their lives. Let me 

share some encouraging examples.   

 I see Christian parents telling their children to do 

something (or not do something), and the children do 

not sass their dad or mom. They simply do what they 

are told with no facial or verbal response which would 

indicate that they despise doing what their parents are 

“forcing” them to do. Because we frequently see 

young people and small children disrespecting and 

rebelling against their parents, it seems impressive 

that two people’s offspring actually submit to them. I 

find it terribly tragic that proper honor and obedience 

(Ephesians 6:1-3) should seem so extraordinary.   

 Nearly thirty years ago I preached at a 

congregation which I had never visited before.  Prior 

to that day, I knew none of the members there and 

none of them knew me. I can tell you this, though, I 

left there shaking my head in amazement. I was 

impressed. I was encouraged. Why? Because their 

attendance at Sunday Bible classes, Sunday morning 

worship, Sunday evening worship, and mid-week 

Bible study was almost identical. The week I was 

there, for the four gatherings which I just mentioned, 

their highest attendance was 155 and lowest was 150. 

I know there are circumstances which can prevent 

saints of God from attending a particular assembling 

of His people, but brethren, our goal ought to be 100% 

attendance by 100% of our members at 100% of our 

services! It saddens me to think that followers of Jesus 

putting the Lord’s affairs first in their lives should 

come across as being so impressive (Matthew 6:33). 

Why should not the attendance pattern which I have 

just described be the norm and not the exception?! 

 How refreshing it is to see a married couple 

speaking to one another with kindness. When they are 

not together, they always speak in a positive way 

about their spouse, too. How encouraging! But, wait a 

minute: should that not be “normal” behavior? Should 

not every couple treat each other with courtesy? (1 

Peter 3:8). Should not every wife and husband love 

each other unconditionally (Ephesians 5:25) and speak 

to edify one another? (Ephesians 4:29). It is sad when 

we are so accustomed to seeing couples being hateful 

to each other that we are impressed by a husband and 

wife treating each other in a Christ-like way. 

 Not long ago I was a guest speaker at a 

congregation. I was encouraged by the kindness and 

friendliness shown to me by the membership in 

general, but I especially noted the action of two young 

people when I was there. I had never met either of 

those young ladies previously, but they made a special 

effort to search me out (one before services and the 

other afterwards) to introduce themselves, welcome 

me, and express appreciation for my coming. Here is 

my question: Should not all members show a spirit of 

hospitality and a pleasant, welcoming spirit to our 

guests? (Hebrews 13:2; Romans 16:16). It is sad that I 

honestly considered those two young folks’ approach 

to be impressive because it is so different from what 

many saints of God do when visitors come their way.  

 A Christian family goes to the beach and later 

posts photos on social media. Their photos show 

everyone dressed in a non-flesh-flashing, non-

provocative manner. They make a special effort to 

dress modestly, being thoughtful of others who will 

see them (1 Timothy 2:9,10). Good for them! Again, it 

saddens me that their choice to dress in such a fashion 

stands out as noteworthy. Why is that? Because a 

number of those who call Jesus “Lord” have no sense 

of shame (Jeremiah 6:15) when they publicly reveal 

their thighs, bellies, and chest. 

 I have had my spirits lifted in recent times to see 

brethren working diligently to reach out to lost people 

with the gospel. They take “the Great Commission” 

(Mark 16:15) and “Macedonian Call” (Acts 16:9,10) 

to heart. Common members of the church were into 

“evangelism” in the first century (Acts 8:4). Why does 

it seem so special when we see that today?   

 May God help us to give Him what He deserves: 

our very best. “And I appeal to you, brethren, bear 

with the word of exhortation . . .” (Hebrews 13:22). 

-- Roger D. Campbell 



Jude 5 – “BUT I WANT TO REMIND YOU” 

 When Jude wrote a letter to first-century 

Christians, his intention was clear. He wrote in order 

to exhort them “to contend earnestly for the faith 

which was once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 

3). Jude warned the saints about ungodly, fleshly men 

who were corrupting the church. He wanted Jesus’ 

followers to be forearmed against their devious 

devices and dangerous doctrines. 

 In a just fashion, using His own approaches, and 

on His own time schedule, God will deal with those 

who corrupt the truth or live corruptly themselves. In 

connection with the overall thrust of the book of Jude, 

as a means of getting the attention of the brothers and 

sisters to whom he wrote, Jude appealed to God’s past 

dealings with certain people. Hear the message of 

Jude 5: “But I want to remind you, though you once 

knew this, that the Lord, having saved the people out 

of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who 

did not believe.” There are some great lessons for 

Christians of every generation to observe from those 
words in Jude 5.  

 The great value of reminding/repetition – “But I 

want to remind you . . .” Jude acknowledged that the 

saints to whom he was writing were familiar with 

God’s dealings with Israel. Still, he wanted to remind 

them about it. Jesus was a master at using repetition 

and referring to Old Testament incidents and 

teachings as reminders. Peter basically told the 

members of the church to whom he wrote an epistle 

that as long as he still was alive, they should count on 

him to remind them of God’s truth and their 

responsibilities (2 Peter 1:12-15). Yes, we need to 

hear the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27), but there 

is a place, an extremely important place, for 

reminding folks about the basics. Humans are prone to 

forget or get distracted and fail to see the significance 

of certain matters. Bible class teachers and gospel 

preachers, do not be hesitant and negligent to remind. 

Believe me, people need reminders.  

 The knowledge of the brethren to whom Jude 

penned this letter – “. . . you once knew this . . .” In a 

nutshell: I know that you know this, but I am telling 

you anyway. Did you notice that Jude referred to Old 

Testament matters without giving any type of 

explanation? What does that show us? First of all, 

God expected those Christians (and us) to be familiar 

with the history of the Old Testament. Jude’s message 

about “the people” being delivered out of Egypt 

should have been one which they knew well from 

their studies of the book of Exodus. Second, the Lord 

expected these Christians not only to know the facts, 

but to learn from those matters. Third, God expected 

them to make the proper application of what they 

knew/learned. 

 The Lord is at the center of the content of Jude 

5. Jude’s message about the Lord serves as a strong 

reminder, a reminder that causes His right-thinking 

children to stand in awe of Him. In that verse we see 

Jehovah portrayed as: 

  The great Demonstrator of power – Our God 

engaged in a “head-to-head” battle with Pharaoh, and 

God’s power reigned supreme. The monarch of 

ancient Egypt, who caused mere mortals to tremble 

before him and his iron fist, wanted Israel to stay put 

in Egypt. In contrast, God’s view was, “They are 

coming out.” We know whose will prevailed!  

   The great Deliverer – God saved the people, His 

people, “out of the iron furnace, out of Egypt” 

(Deuteronomy 4:20). And how did He accomplish 

such? He did so “by a mighty hand and an 

outstretched arm” (Deuteronomy 5:15).  

   The great Destroyer – Please do not ignore this 

aspect of the Lord’s character. Jude says that He 

destroyed those who did not believe. Our God is 

gracious and kind, yet those attributes neither negate 

nor minimize His wrath. God calls on us to recognize 

both His goodness and His severity (Romans 11:22).   

 It is possible for God’s people, that is, those 

whom He has delivered, to become unbelievers. 

Think again about the wording of Jude 5: first the 

Lord saved His people out of Egypt, then afterward 

destroyed the unbelievers among them. That gets my 

attention! Yes, it is possible for God’s people to 

depart from Him through unbelief (Hebrews 3:12). 

Yes, it is possible for believers to become unbelievers.  

 Focus on a few contrasting statements from Psalm 

106. When God carried Israel out of Egypt and across 

the Red Sea, “Then they believed His words” 

(106:12). They went from believers to forgetters: 

“They forgot God their Savior, Who had done great 

things in Egypt” (106:21). Then they went from being 

forgetters to being unbelievers: “. . . They did not 

believe His word” (106:24). No sophistry or 

tampering with the text of the Bible can remove this 

reality: those children of God who choose not to trust 

in Him and His salvation will face the music!  

 The message of Jude 5 is rich. Let us learn to 

appreciate it and apply it properly. 
-- Roger D. Campbell 
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